Metlakatla Governing Council

EMAIL TRANSMISSION

October 4th, 2021

Fern Stockman Stephanie Soebagio

Project Assessment Director Senior Policy Advisor, Pacific Region
Environmental Assessment Office Impact Assessment Agency of Canada
Fern.Stockman@gov.bc.ca Stephanie.Soebagio@iaac-aeic.gc.ca

Re: Notice of Intent to Participate in the Environmental Assessment process for the Ksi
Lisims LNG Project

Dear Fern Stockman and Stephanie Soebajio,

Metlakatla First Nation (MFN) has received communication from both the BC
Environmental Assessment Office (BC EAO) and the Impact Assessment Agency of Canada
(IAAC) regarding the commencement of Environmental Assessment (EA) processes for the
Ksi Lisims LNG project (“the Project”). The intent of this letter is to respond to the
questions received from both the BC EAO and the IAAC.

Participating Indigenous Nation

The BC EAO has requested confirmation as to whether the MFN intends to be a
‘Participating Indigenous Nation’ during the EA process. The MFN confirms that they will
participate fully in the EA process as a ‘Participating Indigenous Nation’.

Entity or Representatives

The BC EAO has requested a description of the entity or representatives chosen by the MFN
to represent the Nation throughout the EA process and decision-making in relation to the
proposed Ksi Lisims LNG project. MFN has designated the Metlakatla Stewardship Society
(MSS) to participate and engage in the technical review for the EA on behalf of MFN. The
Metlakatla Governing Council will retain responsibility for 1) working to resolve any
important non-consensus items during the EA that have not been resolved at the technical
table, and 2) decision-making relating to project consent, project consent with specific
conditions, or lack of consent for the project.




Technical Advisor
The BC EAO has requested that the MFN provide notice if they wish to participate as a

Technical Advisor. The MFN designates the following MSS staff to participate as Technical
Advisors:

Erin Mutrie Deanne Watts

Environmental Assessment Manager Referrals Coordinator

Metlakatla Stewardship Society Metlakatla Stewardship Society
412 McBride St, Prince Rupert, BC 412 McBride St, Prince Rupert, BC
emutrie@metlakatla.ca; 250-622-2816 dwatts@metlakatla.ca; 250-622-2816

Review and comments on the Initial Project Description (IPD) by MSS staff will be shared
with the BC EAO and IAAC in a separate communication.

Capacity Funding
The IAAC has identified that a $5000 grant is available from the federal government to

assist the MFN's participation in the Planning Phase for the Ksi Lisims EA. The MFN accepts
the grant and requests that the funding be sent to the MSS. Please mail a cheque to the
following address with a note indicating that the funds are intended for the review of the
IPD for the Ksi Lisims LNG EA:

C/0 Patty Sankey

Metlakatla Stewardship Society
P.0. Box 224

Prince Rupert, BC V8] 3P6

The BC EAO has also identified that funding is available for the MFN’s participation in the
Early Engagement Phase of the EA for the proposed Ksi Lisims LNG project. Please connect
with Erin Mutrie, MSS’ Environmental Assessment Manager to provide additional
information with respect to the available funding and associated engagement and review
requirements or opportunities during this phase of the process.

Governance Role

The BC EAO has requested that the MFN provide a preliminary description of the MFN’s
governance role in relation to the area affected by the proposed project. The Project
proposed on and adjacent to Pearse Island, and the associated shipping route, are within
Metlakatla First Nation territory. Both the project and shipping route are subject to
Metlakatla’s aboriginal rights and title, which are protected by Section 35 of the
Constitution Act. The Metlakatla First Nation has never ceded or surrendered their territory
or any of their interests or rights within their territory. Metlakatla views lands and marine
waters to be seamless; adverse impacts to the land will also impact the marine
environment and vice versa. Should Metlakatla’s rights or interests be infringed by the
Project, consultation and accommodation will be necessary. The Project requires the
consent of Metlakatla First Nation to proceed to construction and operation.




Interests, Rights and Potential Project Impacts
The BC EAO has requested that the MFN provide a preliminary description of the MFN’s

interests and rights and information relating to how the proposed project could interact
with or impact those interests. Please see the Attachment #1 identifying preliminary
expected impacts to MFN’s rights and interests from the proposed project.

Collaboration Terms of Reference

On June 5th, 2018, a Collaboration Terms of Reference (CTOR) was signed between the BC
EAO, the MFN, and the Lax Kw’alaams Indian Band. The MFN is aware that since the signing
of the CTOR, new provincial environmental legislation has come into force. The MFN
requests a meeting to review the 2018 CTOR to confirm and ensure that the elements of the
CTOR continue to be honoured during this EA and future EA processes.

In closing
The MFN expects the federal and provincial governments to continue to consult to ensure

that all potential impacts to Metlakatla Aboriginal title, rights and interests are fully
assessed and that meaningful measures to avoid, mitigate and address those impacts are
identified throughout the regulatory review. Please contact Erin Mutrie
(emutrie@metlakatla.ca) to further discuss the contents of this letter and the preliminary
information provided in the Attachment. The MFN looks forward to working with your
departments throughout the EA review process.

Harold Leighton
Chief Councillor, Metlakatla First Nation

Cc:

Ross Wilson, Executive Director, Metlakatla Stewardship Society

Erin Mutrie, Environmental Assessment Manager, Metlakatla Stewardship Society
Deanne Watts, Referrals Coordinator, Metlakatla Stewardship Society

Joelle Houde, Senior Funding Officer, Impact Assessment Agency of Canada

Leith Anderson, Project Assessment Officer, BC Environmental Assessment Office
Tanner May-Poole, Project Assessment Officer, BC Environmental Assessment Office
Quincy Leung, Project Manager, Impact Assessment Agency of Canada
KsiLisimsLNG@iaac-aeic.gc.ca

Attachment 1: Preliminary description of Metlakatla’s rights and interests that may be impacted by
the proposed project
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