
Environmental Assessment Office 

Collected Public Comments for Blackwater Gold Project 

October 9, 2013 to November 8, 2013 

Comments will be available on this page until November 22, 2013 and after this date all posted 
comments will be available through the EAO electronic Project Information Centre (ePIC) 
application. 

November 8, 2013 

Mayor Gerry Thiessen - Vanderhoof, British Columbia 
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John Blackwell - Moose Lake, British Columbia 

Page 2 of 14

2013-11-19http://www.eao.gov.bc.ca/pcp/comments/blackwater_comments.html



Regional District of Bulkley & Nechako - Burns Lake, BC 
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November 7, 2013 

Laidman Lake Ecolodge - Carp, Ontario 
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Avaison Management Services Ltd. - Vanderhoof, British Columbia 
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November 6, 2013 

City of Quesnel - Quesnel, British Columbia 
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Quesnel Community and Economic Development Corporation (QCEDC) - Quesnel, British 
Columbia 
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November 05, 2013 

Denis and June Wood - Vanderhoof, BC 

British Columbia Environmental Assessment Office, 
P.O. Box 9426 Stn Prov Govt, 
Victoria, B.C. 
V8W 9V1 

Attention Shelley Murphy, Executive Project Director 

Re: New Gold Blackwater Gold Project 
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Having attended several meetings with New Gold both at their offices and at their open houses 
over the past year or so we have collected considerable information about the Blackwater Gold 
Project. The issue which concerns us most is the proposed location of the power line between the 
B.C. Hydro Provincial grid south of Endako and the proposed project site. To us some portions of 
the proposed route are entirely unacceptable and we will attempt to explain why and offer a 
solution. 

The route of the proposed right-of-way runs roughly east from the Endako sub-station, then 
south-east toward the Nechako River. From what we have learned, most of this part of the 
proposed route would cross clear-cut crown land and follow existing forest access roads. As it 
approaches the Nechako River crossing and Greer Mountain, the terrain becomes more remote 
and wilderness in nature. After crossing Greer Creek the proposed power line heads in a more 
southerly direction through mainly wilderness, around Hobson Mountain toward the East Swanson 
Forest Service Road (FSR) which it follows until intersecting the Lucas 500 FSR. From there it 
travels south-eastward crossing Big Bend creek and eventually meeting the Kluskus FSR. It is 
about this portion of the propose route that we are most concerned. Our main concern is the 
entirely unnecessary alteration to current wilderness areas as well as the areas that will become 
forested again once the trees planted to replace the ones logged begin to mature. Our second 
concern is the proximity of the proposed right-of-way to our home on the Kenney Dam Road at 
km. 59 and to our cabin on property we own on the Lucas 500 FSR near km. 7. Our third concern 
is over the location of the proposed crossing of the Nechako River and the effect it will have on the 
viewscapes enjoyed by those using the river for canoeing and boating as well as the creation of 
additional access to the river. 

Information from New Gold indicates that the north-west part of their proposed route will cross 
crown land that is already logged and contains existing logging roads connected to the Holy Cross 
FSR. While this may be true today it will not be in the future. The logged blocks (and they are 
almost continuous in the north-west section) are all replanted. Once the new trees reach a certain 
size the logging roads will be deactivated by the Forest Licensee and the “free to grow” forest will 
become the responsibility of the provincial government. The new forest will then take on the 
characteristics of a natural forest, thus benefiting the entire ecosystem. A 40 metre swath cut 
through the middle of the wilderness along with the permanent access trails required for its 
maintenance will have very negative impacts. Then there is the task of crossing the Nechako River 
in an area that is very remote and has little if any access at the moment. Efforts to prevent large 
scale logging in the Greer Mountain, Greer Creek, and Hobson Mountain landscapes have been 
successful. The viewscapes from the river itself provide an almost totally natural vista, something 
we want to continue to see. In addition, the structure itself would diminish the natural experience 
for canoeists and boaters. A power line over the river at this point is neither acceptable nor 
necessary. Heading south around Hobson Mountain exposes mainly wild areas to the disturbance 
caused by the power line construction and permanent access / maintenance trails. 

One of the most obvious results of the proposal will be the effect on our ungulate populations. A 
report produced in May 2012 by the Ministry of Forests, Land and Natural Resource Operations 
states that moose populations in the Omineca Region have declined by 50% since 2005. This 
supports what we who live in the region have been telling the authorities for years — to no avail. 
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The report outlines potential factors for the decline including poaching, increased access, predator 
populations and activities that cause changes to environmental conditions such as timber 
salvaging (logging) and the cumulative impacts of one or some or all of these factors. Increased 
logging destroys opportunities for wildlife to hide. The proposed power line will only exacerbate 
this situation. An additional 133 km. long, 40 metres wide swath cut through the landscape will 
provide continual access to poachers and hunters most of whom use 4-wheel-drive all terrain 
vehicles. In addition snowmobiles will compact the snow in winter allowing wolves and other 
predators easier access to their prey. All these factors combined create an impossible situation for 
our remaining wildlife populations.  

The portion of the right-of-way south of the Nechako River corridor has a very high potential for 
wild fire. The Greer Valley fire of June, 2010 illustrates how volatile the forest in the vicinity of the 
proposed route is. A wildfire in this area would be very hard to bring under control before it 
consumes several kms. of the transmission structure. We understand that the plan is to use 
wooden power poles. The very fact that access is available to those who may not need to be there 
increases the risk of human started fire. Summer time lightning storms are very common and we 
have been lucky to date that lightning has not caused more fires similar to the Kenney Dam fire of 
2004 or the Binta Lake fire of July/August, 2010. 

Over the years (sooner or later) there may be those who see a power line right-of-way in such a 
remote place as an opportunity for sabotage. These people could do considerable damage in a 
short period of time with a vey high likelihood of not being caught.  

All of these risks are real and the environmental impacts are avoidable if an alternative route for 
the transmission line were chosen. This is possible, but New Gold has told us (and their 
information indicates) that B.C. Hydro will only allow them to access the provincial electricity grid 
at the substation south of Endako. B.C. Hydro will sell huge amounts of energy to New Gold for 
the operation of their proposed Blackwater Gold project. As such, B.C. Hydro needs to show some 
willingness for flexibility. 

From Endako the proposed power line runs east for about 20 kms. following a right-of-way which 
appears to run roughly parallel to and 3 kms. south of the existing provincial grid towers and the 
adjacent three-pole / timber structures that support power lines that serve the needs of Fraser 
Lake, Fort Fraser, Plateaus Mills at Engen and Vanderhoof. The three-pole structures end at the 
sub station about 5 kms. south of Vanderhoof. The transmission line then turns southward across 
mostly logged-off country until it crosses the Nechako River. From there it traces eastward across 
the Kenney Dam Road and Greer Creek before heading south, then around Hobson Mountain, 
before finally intersecting the Kluskus Forest Service Road near Big Bend Creek. 

There seems to be a recurring trend of almost every resource extracting project that we see in 
B.C. That is more and separate access corridors, many parallel and only a short distance apart. 
Once again we see the same thing with this proposal. Highway 16 and the C.N.R. railway cross the 
Nechako River near Fort Fraser within sight of each other. The B.C. Hydro provincial grid right-of-
way crosses further upstream and now we have a proposal which places a new and separate 
crossing even further upstream.  
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In January 1997, the provincial government approved the Vanderhoof Land and Resource 
Management Plan. The LRMP designated the territory being crossed by the proposed power line as 
the Upper Nechako River Resource Management Zone (RMZ), providing for the maintenance of the 
fisheries, wildlife, scenic views and cultural values of the Nechako River corridor. The Recreation 
and Tourism Interests section lists the Objective: maintain visual quality along the Kenney Dam 
Road and the Nechako River. Further; the Strategy to achieve this objective is:  

 Manage the Kenney Dam Road as a visually sensitive area  
 Manage the Nechako River as a scenic area  

Multiple power line right-of-ways across the river and over the Kenney Dam Road do not achieve 
the LRMP’s Intent, Interest, Objective or Strategy for the Upper Nechako River RMZ. 

A logical solution to this very unwise choice of right-of-way is to use the existing three-pole / 
timber structures to deliver power to a junction point in the vicinity of Plateau Mills near Engen. 
From there it should be easy and less expensive to construct the new power line right-of-way 
following the Kluskus FSR to Big Bend Creek. We are told the Kluskus FSR right-of-way should be 
at least 75 metres wide, 30 metres wider than the proposed right-of-way through the wild or semi 
- wild and remote country that we have described. 

Our alternative proposal for the route of the transmission line will:  

1. Eliminate the need to clear and provide access to what looks like 100 kms. of right-of-way 
through logged and replanted cut-blocks or wilderness land.  

2. Save the need for supplying and installing power poles for about 50 kms. by using the 
existing secondary power line structures which run parallel to the provincial grid towers 
between Endako and Engen  

3. Provide a platform from which to work while building about 70 kms. of new power line 
adjacent to the existing Kluskus FSR  

4. Eliminate the risk of loosing large portions of the power line in the event of wild fire as 
protection will be more readily available along the Kluskus FSR  

5. Reduce the likelihood of damage to the power line by sabotage as it would be within sight of 
the Kluskus FSR and observable 24 hours a day by staff and personnel travelling to and from 
the proposed project.  

6. Preserve a large amount of wilderness land for future generation.  
7. Preserve wildlife habitat.  
8. Place all power line crossings of the Nechako River together, minimizing the visual impact of 

multiple crossings of power lines, railways and Highway 16.  

Our questions to you, the Environment Assessment Office, to New Gold and to B.C. Hydro are:  

1. How much electrical energy will be transmitted and consumed by the proposed project and 
what will the cost to New Gold be for this power? We are thinking of the total numbers of 
megawatts and the price per megawatt.  

2. What issues (beyond, perhaps, the need to install heavier cable on the section between 
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Endako and Engen) prevent the use of this second power line to transmit the power needed 
by New Gold back as far as the Engen and then on to the new transmission line along the 
Kluskus Road to the proposed project?  

3. Will New Gold and B.C. Hydro meet and resolve the problems that prevent using the existing 
infrastructure to transmit power from Endako to Engen?  

New Gold says it wants “Social License” to pursue this project. As resident land owners in the area 
to be affected and as citizens of B.C., we request that a meeting between New Gold and B.C. 
Hydro take place to resolve these issues. 

We look forward to your response to these very important questions and would be happy to 
discuss these matters further at your convenience. 

Yours truly, 

Denis and June Wood 

November 01, 2013 

Personal Information Withheld - Prince George, BC 

November 1, 2013 

BC Environmental Assessment Office 
PO Box 9426, Stn Prov Govt 
Victoria, British Columbia V8W 9V1 
 
Attn: Shelley Murphy, Executive Project Director 

Dear Ms Murphy: 

RE: Blackwater Gold Project- Application Information Requirements 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments regarding the Environmental Assessment 
Application Information Requirements (AIR) on the proposed Blackwater Gold Project of New Gold 
Inc. am familiar with the comprehensive and stringent review processes for industrial projects 
required by the Canadian and British Columbia governments as required by law. 

Having reviewed the AIR as proposed by New Gold Inc., I am comfortable that the company has 
carefully considered all aspects of the proposed mine and its potential impacts on the 
environmental, economic, social, heritage and health factors. I recognize the AIR is not the 
finalization of the EA process, but rather its beginning and I am personally and professionally 
comfortable that the subject areas of study as proposed in the AIR will enable a thorough and 
exhaustive review of the Blackwater Gold Project. 
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New Gold Inc. has demonstrated in its other mining operations in British Columbia and elsewhere 
in the world, that it takes its corporate responsibility to the environment, health and social well-
being very seriously. I have every confidence that the Blackwater project will be managed in a 
manner that is absolutely consistent with their existing standards, and New Gold's desire to ensure 
that all operations are developed, run and eventually closed with world class standards that British 
Columbians can be proud of. 

I would like to commend New Gold Inc. in their diligence in developing and proposing the AIR for 
the Environmental Assessment of the Blackwater Gold Project. Their commitment to ensure the 
Project is comprehensively studied will enable informed decision making for a project that can 
bring sustained and needed economic benefits to region that requires development without undue 
environmental or social consequence and/or impacts. 

Once again,thank you for the opportunity to comment. I will mail the original copy of this letter via 
conventional mail service as well as this email submission. 
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