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BRITISH
COLUMBIA

Environmental Assessment Office

Collected Public Comments for Blackwater Gold Project

October 9, 2013 to November 8, 2013

Comments will be available on this page until November 22, 2013 and after this date all posted
comments will be available through the EAO electronic Project Information Centre (ePIC)
application.

November 8, 2013

Mayor Gerry Thiessen - Vanderhoof, British Columbia

http://www.eao.gov.bc.ca/pcp/comments/blackwater comments.html 2013-11-19
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District of Vanderhoof

Incorporated 1924
Geographical Centranf BC

MNovernber 7, 2013

Shelley Murphy, Executive Project ieector
Environmental Assessment Office (EAD)
PO Box 9426 Stn Prov Gov't

Witteria, BCVBW 51

Re: Environmental Assessment — Backwater Gold Profect
Dear Shelley:

Please accept this better as an official written response, on behatl of the District of Yanderhaof, relative to the draft
APPLICATION INFORMATION REGUIREMENTS [AIR} regarding the above mentioned.

The District of Vanderhaef supports this project and offers the following spedfic reasons Lo our endorement:

In 2013, Mew Gold Ine. contracted Context Research Ltd. fo prepare and launch a8 PUBLIC & STAKEHOLDER
COMSULTATION PLAM. This deeument ks readily avadable ta all affocted parties and clearly articulates the five
pillars af the Environmental Assetsment (EA} process and the subsequent valued components of each pillar. It also
clearly defines the process relative o Application Infermation Bequiremerts [AIR) pre and post public consultation,
In acdition, Mew Gald Inc. is comeitted to alignment with 150 26000 (guldance of social respansibility] and Wining
Asgociation of Canada’s sustainable mining best practices,

In terrns of the free pillars of the EA process, considerable time and effort has been dedicated to educating the
public in verrs of Social, Eeonomic, Envirenmaental, Herltage, and Health as ents. Several tings were hald
throughout our community as well as surmounding jurisdictions affected by this application. During these
commanity and public discussions, New Gold Inc. provided ample evidence of propesed mitigation practices and s
cammatted ta monltor reskdual amd cusmulative effects of the Blackwater Gald praject. Context Reseanch Lid, and
New Gaold Inc. provided detailed studies refathae te mecting and, In some cases, cxceading AlR requirements as
part of the EA process. Examples incliede an HR strategy for stall eapital/recruitment, a collabarative approach with
b, Shandro (UVIC) 1o address soclal implications af resource extraction, and hosting ‘community leader's forums”
addressing First Mations opportunities and regional econamic developmaent initiatiees.

The District of Vanderboal strengly encourages the Environmental Assessment Office to aparove the AlR
reguirements and mowve toward the “application review stage’ of the EA process.

Regargs,

Mayor Genry Thiessen

. District of Vanderhoof Council

wwnavanderhoof.ca = info@idistrict.vanderhoof.ca
160 Connaught Street, PO Box 900, Vanderhoof, BC V0J 340 = Phone 250+567+4711 = Fax 250+567+9169

John Blackwell - Moose Lake, British Columbia
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Moose Lake Lodge
Box 3310
Anahim Lake, BC VOL 100

November B, 2013

Shelley Murphy

Executive Project Director

Environmental Assessment Office

PO Box 9426 Station Provindal Government
Victoria, BC VEW V1

RE: Environmental Assessment of the Proposed Blackwater Gold Project
Dear Shelley,

Moose Lake Lodge is a family owned and operated business that began in 1969,
The business owns a Guide Outfitting Tenure (600668, a Grazing Tenure
(RANOT7199), Angling Guide Licenses, Park Use Permits, and 1,280 acres of
private property. The headquarters of the business is at Moose Lake,
approximately 30 kilometers West of the center of operations for Blackwater
Gold, while some of the tenures are much nearer the operations.

‘We are not opposed to the development of the mine at Mt. Davidson, The
economic benefits to the area are many and outweigh the environmental risks if
the environmental issues are dealt with properly.

The majority of the economic benefits will be enjoyed by those persons living and
doing business 110 to 160 kilameters away from the actual mine, while those
persons living and doing business much closer to the mine will receive the most
adverse impacts. We would like to see the 25 kilometer regional study area
expanded to include Moose Lake because Moose Lake is the hub of our business
that depends on all our tenures which are in the footprint of Blackwater Gold.
Exploration activities, drilling, new access, etc. are impacting our business and if
the exploration develops into mining in the exploration areas it will further impact

our business, | would like to be involved in all studies regarding the environmental
impacts of exploration and mining.

Thank you.

Regional District of Bulkley & Nechako - Burns Lake, BC

http://www.eao.gov.bc.ca/pcp/comments/blackwater comments.html 2013-11-19
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MNovamber 8, 2013

Sent via facsimilo
(250) 3B7-2208

BC Envirenimental Assessmiant Offica

RE: Blackwater Gold Project

In principle, the Regional District of Bulkley-Mechako is in supporl of the
Blackwater Gold Project. We look forward to receipt and review of the
Environmenial Assessment Applicalion information, and subsequent discussions
relating to that review process.

The Reglonal Distric! of Bulkley-Nechake Board of Directors would ke to take
this opporiunity lo recogniza the good communicalions thal have been developed
between the Reglonal District representatives and Kathie LaFarge,
Communications Manager for the Blackwater Gold Project.

Yours truly,

il Miller I
Chair

ce:  Kathle LaFerge, Communily Manager, New Gold |

miginesihanan b ca

FALRICAPRLITICS EnEgmeie, ARad;
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Wammgamine  Fraten Lesd B - Bl Laxw Mg, I = Wi e pas, FH: 250-002-2 105
Hoetgs T s & - e 9, Sy Mg v B e Py, Fx; SEO-093-2203
By Lt it 8 B« Feasn Lase Snmal, TE SOOI E0-2II

November 7, 2013

Laidman Lake Ecolodge - Carp, Ontario
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Laldman Lake Ecolodge
3733 Carp Road

Carp, Ontario

E0A1LO

PH: (613} 839-3168
info@laidmanlaelodge.com

Shelley Muarahy October 23, 2013
Exmcuctive Prajsc Direclor

Ervironmental Assessment Office

PO Box 2426 Station Provincial Government

Victoria, PC

VEW IVl

RE: Enwirpamental Assessmenl of the Proposed Blacesater Go'd Project

Drsaar Shelbpy,

Laidman Lake Eco-lodpe is a remote 70 scre wilderness retreal hat llies customers from Vancouver to the
inberior of central British Columbia W experence high end "oll the grid” accommodations and expessenoes,
Customers have the oppertunity to particpate in such activities as guided heli-sk, kayas, canoe, hiking,
Trshing and sightseeing or just relax and take in the onste seclusion and activities,

The lpdge also sennis a5 primary residence Tor me and my Tfamily during the spring, summer and (all seasons,
The Laldman Laxe Ecolodge 's well within the regional study anea of the Blackwater Gold Project and as such
wie riguest that we be comnsulted and persanally engaged in discussions as the project progresses through
the various stages of apgrovals,

We also request that our property be spedfically included in all impact ssessment studies. We do not
oppose the project as desothed in the document titled “New Gold Inc. Blackwater Gold Progect, British
Columiala Praject Description Summary” dated October 24, 2012, 5o long as the Impact assessment studies

conclude that the proposed Black Water Go'd Project will not now, or In the Tuture, result in adverse imoacts
to the operations of the Laldman Lake Ecoledge nor the quict enjoyment of our residence located there.

Thank you for taking the time to consider cur comments.
Sincerely,
Willlam Karsom

P ki
Laidman Lake Ecoiodge

Avaison Management Services Ltd. - Vanderhoof, British Columbia

http://www.eao.gov.bc.ca/pcp/comments/blackwater comments.html 2013-11-19
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Mowvember 7, 2013
Erwiranmental Assessment Office
2™ Floor 836 Yates St

PO Box 3426 51n Pro Govt
Wictoria BC VW 9v1

RE: Enwironmental Assessment -Blackwater Project DAIR
Attention: Shelly Murphy

Awvison Management Services Ltd. has operated in the Vanderhoof Forest District for the past 33 years.
During that time we have gained an extensive knowledge of the land base, its resources and
stakeholders. As members of the community, environmental consultants and business people we have
had numerous experiences over the past 30 years with different organizations and proponents of
various projects, Our experience with NewGold to date has been very positive on all levels as they hae
made substantial effort in community engagemant, communication, and environmental excellence,

In our opinion Mew Gold has exceeded the AIR requirerments and has communicated those
requirements effectively through varous public open houses and Community Liailson Committee
meetings. Mew Gold has also provided access to its baseline data collection results and project
intentions in an open and engaging manner.

We are also impressed at the level of environmental stewardship that Mew Gold has delivered on,
during the past 3 years. it has been at a level never seen by stakeholders in the Vanderhoof Forest
District.

New Gold’s mission 1o engage lecal companies with employment oppertunities has been incomparable.
The engagement of the First Mations in our area s alse been successful as nearly 25% of the
employment ansite is First Nations,

The continued success of the NewGold Blackwater project will provide growth and diversity for owr
communities and region and we stronghy encourage the EAQ to approve the DAIR.

Yours truly,

).

Stwart Sinclair, RPF, MBA
President

Avison Management Services Ltd.
Vanderhoof, BC

November 6, 2013

City of Quesnel - Quesnel, British Columbia
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CITY OF

UESNEL

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

November 5, 2013

Shelley Murphy, Executive Project Director
Environmental Assessment Office

PO Box 9426 Stn Prov Gowt

Victorla, BC VBW V1

RE: Letter of Suppert for the New Gold Blackwater Project

Dear Ms. Murphy:

On behalf of Cuesnel City Council, | wish to extend support for the New Gold

Blackwater Praject.

At 8 Regular meeting of Council, held Nowvember 4, 2013, Quesnel City Council

resalved to forward our endorsement of the proposed Blackwater Project.

In consultation with the Quesnel Community Economlc Development Corporation, we
note that the Blackwater Project will have significant economic benefits to Quesnel
and area. New Gold anticipates 1600 construction jobs and 500 eperaticnal jobs and
has committed to hire locally first, Through QCEDC's participation with the
Community Laison Committee, they have attested to Mew Gald's commitment to the

environment, First Nations and local communities,

The City of Quesnel is excited to see this new initiative move forward and diversify
Riye Hariey | our economy and reglon,

http://www.eao.gov.bc.ca/pcp/comments/blackwater comments.html 2013-11-19
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Fbrya Hartey

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

I you have any questions, please fesl free Lo contact our office at 250.991-7477.

Sincerely,

Mayor Mary Sjostrom
City of Quesznel
oo
Emall: esed minister@pov beca
rabei oakes@Egov. be ca
The Honouwrable Coralee Dakes

Minister of Community, Sport and Cultural Development
M.LA, Cariboo-Narth
Ermail: mem ministes@gaov.be ca
The Honourable Bill Bennett
binister of Energy and Mines and Minister Respansible for Core Review
Emall; rnv.miniﬁtnr@ﬂgv.rﬁﬁ
The Honourable Mary Polak
Minlster of Enviranment
Emait: arichmond@cariboond.be.ca

Al Richmond, Chair
Cariboo Regional District
Ermpal; lggﬂlinEgmill gom
Jim Gorsline, Chair
Quesnel Community and Economic Development Corparation
Email: Rgbert GallagherEnawgold com

Bob Gallagher, President and CEOQ
New Gold Inc.

Page 8 of 14

Quesnel Community and Economic Development Corporation (QCEDC) - Quesnel, British

Columbia

http://www.eao.gov.bc.ca/pcp/comments/blackwater comments.html
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Quesnel

Aclive. Green. Connected.

Movember 4, 2013

Shelley Murphy, Executive Project Director
Environmental Assessment Office

PO Box 9426 5tn Prov Govt

Victoria, BC VBW 9V1

The Quesnel Community and Economic Development Corporation [QCEDC])
supports the New Gold Blackwater Project.

The Blackwater Project will have a significant, positive impact on the reglonal
economy. With 1,500 peak construction johs and 500 operational jobs anticipated,
New Gold has committed to hiring locally first. New Gold's thorough detail in
addressing environmental and social concerns has been impressive, Through our
participation with the Community Liaison Committee, QUEDC has witnessed first
hand, New Gold's commitment to the environment, First Nations and local
communities.

Having reviewed the document, QCEDC would like to recommend the EAD approves
the Application Information Requirements submitted by New Gold for the
Blackwater Praject,

QUEDC is a whelly owned subsidiary of the City of Quesnel and works to facilitate
economic, social and environmental wealth for all residents, If you have any

questions, please feel free to contact owr office

With sincere thanks,

Jim Gorsline
Chair, QUEDC

Quesnel Community and Economic Development Corparation
3394 Reid Street Quesnel BC V21 2M5
Tel: 250.992,3522 Web: www quasnglinfo com

November 05, 2013
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Denis and June Wood - Vanderhoof, BC

British Columbia Environmental Assessment Office,
P.O. Box 9426 Stn Prov Govt,

Victoria, B.C.

V8W 9V1

Attention Shelley Murphy, Executive Project Director

Re: New Gold Blackwater Gold Project

http://www.eao.gov.bc.ca/pcp/comments/blackwater comments.html
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Having attended several meetings with New Gold both at their offices and at their open houses
over the past year or so we have collected considerable information about the Blackwater Gold
Project. The issue which concerns us most is the proposed location of the power line between the
B.C. Hydro Provincial grid south of Endako and the proposed project site. To us some portions of
the proposed route are entirely unacceptable and we will attempt to explain why and offer a
solution.

The route of the proposed right-of-way runs roughly east from the Endako sub-station, then
south-east toward the Nechako River. From what we have learned, most of this part of the
proposed route would cross clear-cut crown land and follow existing forest access roads. As it
approaches the Nechako River crossing and Greer Mountain, the terrain becomes more remote
and wilderness in nature. After crossing Greer Creek the proposed power line heads in a more
southerly direction through mainly wilderness, around Hobson Mountain toward the East Swanson
Forest Service Road (FSR) which it follows until intersecting the Lucas 500 FSR. From there it
travels south-eastward crossing Big Bend creek and eventually meeting the Kluskus FSR. It is
about this portion of the propose route that we are most concerned. Our main concern is the
entirely unnecessary alteration to current wilderness areas as well as the areas that will become
forested again once the trees planted to replace the ones logged begin to mature. Our second
concern is the proximity of the proposed right-of-way to our home on the Kenney Dam Road at
km. 59 and to our cabin on property we own on the Lucas 500 FSR near km. 7. Our third concern
is over the location of the proposed crossing of the Nechako River and the effect it will have on the
viewscapes enjoyed by those using the river for canoeing and boating as well as the creation of
additional access to the river.

Information from New Gold indicates that the north-west part of their proposed route will cross
crown land that is already logged and contains existing logging roads connected to the Holy Cross
FSR. While this may be true today it will not be in the future. The logged blocks (and they are
almost continuous in the north-west section) are all replanted. Once the new trees reach a certain
size the logging roads will be deactivated by the Forest Licensee and the “free to grow” forest will
become the responsibility of the provincial government. The new forest will then take on the
characteristics of a natural forest, thus benefiting the entire ecosystem. A 40 metre swath cut
through the middle of the wilderness along with the permanent access trails required for its
maintenance will have very negative impacts. Then there is the task of crossing the Nechako River
in an area that is very remote and has little if any access at the moment. Efforts to prevent large
scale logging in the Greer Mountain, Greer Creek, and Hobson Mountain landscapes have been
successful. The viewscapes from the river itself provide an almost totally natural vista, something
we want to continue to see. In addition, the structure itself would diminish the natural experience
for canoeists and boaters. A power line over the river at this point is neither acceptable nor
necessary. Heading south around Hobson Mountain exposes mainly wild areas to the disturbance
caused by the power line construction and permanent access / maintenance trails.

One of the most obvious results of the proposal will be the effect on our ungulate populations. A
report produced in May 2012 by the Ministry of Forests, Land and Natural Resource Operations
states that moose populations in the Omineca Region have declined by 50% since 2005. This
supports what we who live in the region have been telling the authorities for years — to no avail.

http://www.eao.gov.bc.ca/pcp/comments/blackwater comments.html 2013-11-19
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The report outlines potential factors for the decline including poaching, increased access, predator
populations and activities that cause changes to environmental conditions such as timber
salvaging (logging) and the cumulative impacts of one or some or all of these factors. Increased
logging destroys opportunities for wildlife to hide. The proposed power line will only exacerbate
this situation. An additional 133 km. long, 40 metres wide swath cut through the landscape will
provide continual access to poachers and hunters most of whom use 4-wheel-drive all terrain
vehicles. In addition snowmobiles will compact the snow in winter allowing wolves and other
predators easier access to their prey. All these factors combined create an impossible situation for
our remaining wildlife populations.

The portion of the right-of-way south of the Nechako River corridor has a very high potential for
wild fire. The Greer Valley fire of June, 2010 illustrates how volatile the forest in the vicinity of the
proposed route is. A wildfire in this area would be very hard to bring under control before it
consumes several kms. of the transmission structure. We understand that the plan is to use
wooden power poles. The very fact that access is available to those who may not need to be there
increases the risk of human started fire. Summer time lightning storms are very common and we
have been lucky to date that lightning has not caused more fires similar to the Kenney Dam fire of
2004 or the Binta Lake fire of July/August, 2010.

Over the years (sooner or later) there may be those who see a power line right-of-way in such a
remote place as an opportunity for sabotage. These people could do considerable damage in a
short period of time with a vey high likelihood of not being caught.

All of these risks are real and the environmental impacts are avoidable if an alternative route for
the transmission line were chosen. This is possible, but New Gold has told us (and their
information indicates) that B.C. Hydro will only allow them to access the provincial electricity grid
at the substation south of Endako. B.C. Hydro will sell huge amounts of energy to New Gold for
the operation of their proposed Blackwater Gold project. As such, B.C. Hydro needs to show some
willingness for flexibility.

From Endako the proposed power line runs east for about 20 kms. following a right-of-way which
appears to run roughly parallel to and 3 kms. south of the existing provincial grid towers and the
adjacent three-pole / timber structures that support power lines that serve the needs of Fraser
Lake, Fort Fraser, Plateaus Mills at Engen and Vanderhoof. The three-pole structures end at the
sub station about 5 kms. south of Vanderhoof. The transmission line then turns southward across
mostly logged-off country until it crosses the Nechako River. From there it traces eastward across
the Kenney Dam Road and Greer Creek before heading south, then around Hobson Mountain,
before finally intersecting the Kluskus Forest Service Road near Big Bend Creek.

There seems to be a recurring trend of almost every resource extracting project that we see in
B.C. That is more and separate access corridors, many parallel and only a short distance apart.
Once again we see the same thing with this proposal. Highway 16 and the C.N.R. railway cross the
Nechako River near Fort Fraser within sight of each other. The B.C. Hydro provincial grid right-of-
way crosses further upstream and now we have a proposal which places a new and separate
crossing even further upstream.

http://www.eao.gov.bc.ca/pcp/comments/blackwater comments.html 2013-11-19
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In January 1997, the provincial government approved the Vanderhoof Land and Resource
Management Plan. The LRMP designated the territory being crossed by the proposed power line as
the Upper Nechako River Resource Management Zone (RMZ), providing for the maintenance of the
fisheries, wildlife, scenic views and cultural values of the Nechako River corridor. The Recreation
and Tourism Interests section lists the Objective: maintain visual quality along the Kenney Dam
Road and the Nechako River. Further; the Strategy to achieve this objective is:

e Manage the Kenney Dam Road as a visually sensitive area
e Manage the Nechako River as a scenic area

Multiple power line right-of-ways across the river and over the Kenney Dam Road do not achieve
the LRMP’s Intent, Interest, Objective or Strategy for the Upper Nechako River RMZ.

A logical solution to this very unwise choice of right-of-way is to use the existing three-pole /
timber structures to deliver power to a junction point in the vicinity of Plateau Mills near Engen.
From there it should be easy and less expensive to construct the new power line right-of-way
following the Kluskus FSR to Big Bend Creek. We are told the Kluskus FSR right-of-way should be
at least 75 metres wide, 30 metres wider than the proposed right-of-way through the wild or semi
- wild and remote country that we have described.

Our alternative proposal for the route of the transmission line will:

1. Eliminate the need to clear and provide access to what looks like 100 kms. of right-of-way
through logged and replanted cut-blocks or wilderness land.

2. Save the need for supplying and installing power poles for about 50 kms. by using the
existing secondary power line structures which run parallel to the provincial grid towers
between Endako and Engen

3. Provide a platform from which to work while building about 70 kms. of new power line
adjacent to the existing Kluskus FSR

4. Eliminate the risk of loosing large portions of the power line in the event of wild fire as
protection will be more readily available along the Kluskus FSR

5. Reduce the likelihood of damage to the power line by sabotage as it would be within sight of
the Kluskus FSR and observable 24 hours a day by staff and personnel travelling to and from
the proposed project.

6. Preserve a large amount of wilderness land for future generation.

Preserve wildlife habitat.

8. Place all power line crossings of the Nechako River together, minimizing the visual impact of
multiple crossings of power lines, railways and Highway 16.

N

Our questions to you, the Environment Assessment Office, to New Gold and to B.C. Hydro are:

1. How much electrical energy will be transmitted and consumed by the proposed project and
what will the cost to New Gold be for this power? We are thinking of the total numbers of
megawatts and the price per megawatt.

2. What issues (beyond, perhaps, the need to install heavier cable on the section between

http://www.eao.gov.bc.ca/pcp/comments/blackwater comments.html 2013-11-19
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Endako and Engen) prevent the use of this second power line to transmit the power needed
by New Gold back as far as the Engen and then on to the new transmission line along the
Kluskus Road to the proposed project?

3. Will New Gold and B.C. Hydro meet and resolve the problems that prevent using the existing
infrastructure to transmit power from Endako to Engen?

New Gold says it wants “Social License” to pursue this project. As resident land owners in the area
to be affected and as citizens of B.C., we request that a meeting between New Gold and B.C.

Hydro take place to resolve these issues.

We look forward to your response to these very important questions and would be happy to
discuss these matters further at your convenience.

Yours truly,

Denis and June Wood

November 01, 2013

Personal Information Withheld - Prince George, BC
November 1, 2013

BC Environmental Assessment Office
PO Box 9426, Stn Prov Govt
Victoria, British Columbia V8W 9V1

Attn: Shelley Murphy, Executive Project Director
Dear Ms Murphy:
RE: Blackwater Gold Project- Application Information Requirements

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments regarding the Environmental Assessment
Application Information Requirements (AIR) on the proposed Blackwater Gold Project of New Gold
Inc. am familiar with the comprehensive and stringent review processes for industrial projects
required by the Canadian and British Columbia governments as required by law.

Having reviewed the AIR as proposed by New Gold Inc., | am comfortable that the company has
carefully considered all aspects of the proposed mine and its potential impacts on the
environmental, economic, social, heritage and health factors. | recognize the AIR is not the
finalization of the EA process, but rather its beginning and | am personally and professionally
comfortable that the subject areas of study as proposed in the AIR will enable a thorough and
exhaustive review of the Blackwater Gold Project.

http://www.eao.gov.bc.ca/pcp/comments/blackwater comments.html 2013-11-19
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New Gold Inc. has demonstrated in its other mining operations in British Columbia and elsewhere
in the world, that it takes its corporate responsibility to the environment, health and social well-
being very seriously. | have every confidence that the Blackwater project will be managed in a
manner that is absolutely consistent with their existing standards, and New Gold's desire to ensure
that all operations are developed, run and eventually closed with world class standards that British
Columbians can be proud of.

I would like to commend New Gold Inc. in their diligence in developing and proposing the AIR for
the Environmental Assessment of the Blackwater Gold Project. Their commitment to ensure the
Project is comprehensively studied will enable informed decision making for a project that can
bring sustained and needed economic benefits to region that requires development without undue
environmental or social consequence and/or impacts.

Once again,thank you for the opportunity to comment. | will mail the original copy of this letter via
conventional mail service as well as this email submission.

Cancel
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